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Group Time: Agenda for Leaders

e Opening Prayer (10 min.): Ask everyone to share either something they are
Thankful for or an update on their request from the previous week. The leader
can pray, or anyone in the group who is willing.

e Reflection (10 min.): Was there something you learned last week that stuck
with you? Is there something you learned last week that may make your life
better?

e Discussion (40 min.): Read through the main points and ask them what
Scriptures stood out to them and why. Then ask each person to answer the
discussion questions. Don’t just ask if anyone has an answer; ask each person to
give their answer. If you notice a person sharing an answer they haven’t written
down, encourage them to spend time during the week writing their answers
before the group time.

e Next Week (5 min.): Describe next week’s topic and answer any questions.

e Prayer Time (15 min.): Make sure everyone has filled out their prayer request
before coming to Group Time. Go around and ask everyone to share a highlight
from this week’s study that they would like to learn more about, and their
Prayer Request for the week.

e Reminder: Don’t work ahead and go to the next week. If you are done early,
spend time reflecting on that week’s scriptures.



Week One:

e Take a few minutes and let everyone introduce themselves.
e What do you hope to discover through this group?

Seeking God: God wants to be found.

You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. Jeremiah 29:13

If you have ever played Hide and Seek with a small child, you know they really want to
be found. They have a hard time remaining quiet because, deep down, they want the
person playing with them to find them. What is the reaction of the child when they are
found? Nothing short of smiles and giggles of joy. I have never seen a young child show
disappointment or anger when they are found, just the opposite. Our God wants us to
find Him so we can have a relationship with Him. He makes it easy for us to find Him.

e God wants to be known.

2 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and

does not live in temples built by human hands. % And he is not served by human hands, as
if he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything
else. 2% From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth;
and he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their
lands. ¥” God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and
find him, though he is not far from any one of us. ** ‘For in him we live and move and
have our being.’ As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.””

Acts 17:24-28

How does knowing that God created us with the hope that we would reach out for
Him and find Him, encourage you?

If God is not far from any of us, why is it hard for some to find Him? What are
some things that get in the way of people finding God?

Sin: Personal sin or the sins of others

Terrible Examples: Those who represent God living hypocritical lives
False Teaching: False information from people we trust

Tragedy: Challenges of living in a fallen world

Other:

Circle any of the ones above that kept you from finding God?



What would you need to do to get to know God at a deeper level?

God wants to be known so He can have a loving relationship with us.

The LORD appeared to us in the past, saying, “I have loved you with an everlasting
love; I have drawn you with unfailing kindness. Jeremiah 31:3

Here are some ways that God has revealed Himself to us so that we would find Him.

e Creation: God has revealed Himself in Creation so that it would be obvious that
there was an intelligent and powerful Creator behind it all. By looking at Creation,
we see design requiring intelligence and beauty requiring creativity and
intentionality.

LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory in
the heavens. Psalm 8:1

The heavens declare the glory of God, the skies proclaim the work of his hands.
Psalm 19:1

Creation speaks so clearly about God’s handiwork that we have no excuse. Turning to
our Creator and acknowledging Him for His power and majesty is a rational response.

For since the creation of the world God s invisible qualities—his eternal power and
divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so

that people are without excuse. Romans 1:20

List some of the attributes of God that you see in God’s Creation.

o People: God has revealed Himself to individual people. Often it is to people who
were walking faithfully with Him. We see God constantly pursuing a relationship
with us.

o God spoke to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. (Genesis 2 & 3)

o God warned Noah of an upcoming flood because Noah walked faithfully
with the Lord. (Genesis 6:8-9)

o God called Abraham to be the father of a special nation that God was raising
up. (Genesis 12 & 17)



When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, “I am God
Almighty; walk before me faithfully and be blameless. ? Then I will make my covenant
between me and you and will greatly increase your numbers.” Genesis 17:1,2

o God spoke to Moses from a burning bush to send him to free his people from
slavery (Exodus 3), and God spoke to Moses from the mountain where he

received the 10 Commandments (Exodus 19).

How do you think you would react if God were to speak to you?

Have you ever felt like God was speaking to you?

e Prophets — It was rare for God to speak to individuals. He would often reveal
himself and his will through a group of people called the Prophets. These people
would deliver God’s warning or encouragement to God’s people.

o God spoke through prophets to call His people to repentance. (Malachi 3:7)

o God spoke through prophets to warn God’s people that continued
disobedience would bring about God’s judgment. (Amos 4:12)

o God spoke through prophets to offer future hope to His people. (Ezekiel
36:26)

o God spoke through prophets to express His desire for justice and mercy, not
just sacrifices. (Micah 6:8)

o God spoke through prophets to declare His sovereignty over all nations, not
just Israel. (Daniel 4:17)

o God spoke through prophets to foretell of a coming Messiah and Kingdom
where there will be peace, justice, and His presence. (Isaiah 9:6)

e Scripture — God had these prophets write down what He spoke to them so they
could be revealed to others and remembered. The prophets knew they were not
speaking on their own authority, but God’s authority. All Scripture is from God,
proclaimed and written by men.

Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the
prophet s own interpretation of things. *! For prophecy never had its origin in the human
will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy
Spirit. 2 Peter 1:20, 21
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and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you
wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is
useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, '’ so that the
servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 2 Timothy 3:15-17

From this, we learn that the purpose of Scripture is to lead us to salvation through faith in
Jesus and to equip us for a life in His service. If this is true, God’s Word should be a part
of our daily lives. We should be like Joshua who said, “Keep this Book of the Law
always on your lips, meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do
everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.” Joshua 1:8

God’s Word directs us to Him and His will. Ezekiel warned of this when he said, “My
people come to you, as they usually do, and sit before you to hear your words, but they do
not put them into practice. Their mouths speak of love, but their hearts are greedy for
unjust gain. Indeed, to them you are nothing more than one who sings love songs with a
beautiful voice and plays an instrument well, for they hear your words but do not put
them into practice.” Ezekiel 33:31,32

Have you ever read the Bible?

When you do read the Bible, what is your usual response?
O That’s interesting.
O That’s confusing.
O That’s hard to believe.
O That’s comforting.
O Not much of anything.

What is your view of the Bible?

Next week, we will discuss the greatest way that God has revealed Himself: through His
Son, Jesus.



Key Scripture:

For since the creation of the world God s invisible qualities—his eternal power and
divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so
that people are without excuse. Romans 1:20

Take-Away: What is one thing you learned this week that helped you?

Share: What one truth do you wish someone had shared with you earlier?
Truth:

Prayer Request: What prayer do you want God to answer this week?




Week Two
Seeking God: God has come to us.

You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. Jeremiah 29:13

We are in the middle of talking about how God wants to be known and the different ways
He has revealed Himself. Whether God speaks through His Creation, through a person,
or His divine Word, it demonstrates God’s desire to build a relationship with us. He does
not need to have a relationship with us, but He desires to have one with each of us. He
created us and communicates with us, not so He would have someone to do His will, but
so we can know Him and love Him, which 1s His will.

As we continue looking at the ways God communicates with us, we come to His greatest
and final way He has revealed Himself to us - His Son.

e His Son — All of Scripture points to Jesus. Why? He is the one who opens the
door to our relationship with the Father.

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various
ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of
all things, and through whom also he made the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance of
God s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his
powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand
of the Majesty in heaven. Hebrews 1:1-3

Jesus had to remind the religious leaders constantly that He was the focal point of the
Scriptures. The Scriptures were pointing to a person, but they couldn’t see Him, even when
He was standing right in front of them.

You study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal
life. These are the very Scriptures that testify about me, *’ yet you refuse to come to me to
have life. John 5:39,40

Jesus is God’s perfect and final revelation when it comes to knowing God and His will
for our lives. The past is clear, the present makes sense, and the future is fantastic. Now,
this doesn’t mean God doesn’t speak to us or guide us anymore, but as far as His
revelation of Himself and his plan to have a relationship with us now and for eternity, that
1s complete in Jesus. We never have to wonder if there is another covenant or another
way coming.

To remove all questions about who He is and what He is up to, He came in person.



Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me. " If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now
on, you do know him and have seen him.” John 14:6,7

What is comforting about knowing that Jesus is the way to the Father?

What is challenging about knowing that Jesus is the only way to the Father?

As we study the Scriptures, the most important thing we can ask is what does this teach
us about Jesus, and how can we obey so we reflect Him. As Jesus shows us the Father,
we are to reveal and glorify Him in our lives.

The Jews who were there gathered around him, saying, “How long will you keep us in
suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” % Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but
you do not believe. The works I do in my Father’s name testify about me, % but you do not
believe because you are not my sheep. ?” My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and
they follow me. 2 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch
them out of my hand. ¥ My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one
can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. 3° I and the Father are one.”  John 10:24-30

“that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also
be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. %2 I have given them the
glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one—" John 17:21,22

Jesus was not an inferior revelation of God. He made it clear that He was God in the
flesh. He was fully God in a human body.

e His equality with God was revealed before His birth.
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his

shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace. ' Isaiah 9:6

“The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”
(which means “God with us”). Matthew 1:23
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e His equality with God was claimed by Jesus Himself.

Jesus replied, “If I glorify myself, my glory means nothing. My Father, whom you claim
as your God, is the one who glorifies me. > Though you do not know him, I know him. If I
said I did not, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and obey his word. >¢ Your
father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day,; he saw it and was glad.”
7 “You are not yet fifty years old,” they said to him, “and you have seen Abraham!”
8 “Very truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!”

John 8:54-58

Jesus forgave sins (Mark 2:5; Luke 7:48) and received worship (Matthew 28:9,17; Luke
24:52; John 9:38), which was reserved for God alone. By their worship, they proclaimed
that He was God, and because He accepted it, He declared that He was God in the flesh.

e His equality with God was taught throughout the New Testament.

Though he was God, he did not think of equality with God as something to cling to.
7 Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble position of a slave and was
born as a human being. Philippians 2:6,7 NLT

For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 1 and in Christ you have
been brought to fullness. He is the head over every power and authority.
Colossians 2:9,10
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
John 1:1

What is harder for you to believe, that God came in the flesh, or that a human could
be fully God? Why?

What is one thing you think Jesus emptied Himself of when He put on flesh?

We will talk more next week about the benefits of Jesus coming in the flesh and all that
He did to solve our relationship problem with God. Before we close this section about
God wanting to be known and revealing Himself to us, there is one more way God speaks
to us today. He has revealed Himself to us through Creation, through People,
Prophets, through Scripture, and finally through His Son. While Jesus is the final
revelation, God continues to speak through His Spirit, who lives in each of Jesus’
followers. This communication through His Spirit is primarily to remind us of God’s
truth and to prompt us towards obedience.
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Here are some ways God speaks to us through His Spirit:

e The Holy Spirit lives and works within all believers and is received when we
surrender our lives to Jesus and are baptized.

Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. *® The
promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord
our God will call.” Acts 2:38,39

Have you ever believed in Jesus, repented of your sins, and been united with Jesus in
Baptism (immersed)? Describe when and why:

e The Holy Spirit teaches us and guides us in alignment with God’s Word and
Will.

“But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth...”
John 16:13

These are the things God has revealed to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things,
even the deep things of God. ! For who knows a person’s thoughts except their own

spirit within them? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of
God. 12 What we have received is not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from
God, so that we may understand what God has freely given us. 1 Corinthians 2:10-12

e The Holy Spirit convicts us of sin and is active in our transformation process.

“But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the
Advocate will not come to you, but if I go, I will send him to you. * When he comes, he
will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment:

? about sin, because people do not believe in me; 1% about righteousness, because I am
going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; ! and about judgment, because the
prince of this world now stands condemned.” John 16:7-11

And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord s glory, are being transformed

into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.
2 Corinthians 3:18
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When was the last time you were convicted about a sin, an activity, or a relationship
that you needed to change?

Did you listen and obey?

There are many other things the Holy Spirit does in the life of the follower of Jesus
outside of revealing God and His truth.

He also does the following:

Produces fruit that leads to right living (Galatians 5:22,23)

Gives Spiritual Gifts to equip us for effective service (1 Cor. 12:4-7)
Helps us pray (Romans 8:26-27)

Guarantees our inheritance (Ephesians 1:13,14)

God has revealed Himself so clearly to us and has done everything He can to be known
and have a relationship with us. God has come to save us from our sins so that He can
have a personal relationship with each of us forever. Next week, we will talk about some
of the truths that God communicated to us so we could have this relationship with Him.

Key Scripture:

Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me. " If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now
on, you do know him and have seen him.” John 14:6,7

Take-Away: What is one thing you learned this week that helped you?

Share: What one truth do you wish someone had shared with you earlier?
Truth:

Prayer Request: What prayer do you want God to answer this week?
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Week Three

Seeking God: Why God sent His Son?

You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. Jeremiah 29:13

This week, we will look at two of God’s attributes that He wants us to know because they
are what make our relationship with Him possible. These two attributes were evident in
Jesus’ life and are commanded to those who follow Him. The whole reason Jesus came to
earth, died, and rose again was because of these two attributes.

God is Holy and God is Love.

Of these two attributes, which one would you say is His greatest or most central
attribute?

Why?

Most people, when asked what God’s greatest attribute is, they mention His love. If it
were not for His love, none of us would be here. However, there is an attribute that
stands over and above His love, and that is His holiness. God is Holy, perfect in all He
does, and that includes His love. Let’s examine these two attributes to see how they
impact our relationship with God.

e God is Holy

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty, the whole earth is full of his glory.” Isaiah 6:3

“Speak to the entire assembly of Israel and say to them: ‘Be holy because I,
the LORD your God, am holy.’” Leviticus 19:2

When Isaiah saw God, he cried out, “Holy, Holy, Holy.” Why three times? He wanted to
communicate that God is the most holy. When trying to describe something as the best,
we use words like good, better, and best. In Hebrew, the way to communicate the best is
to repeat it three times. The attribute that [saiah saw over everything else was God’s
holiness.

When we describe God as holy, it means that He is perfect, not lacking anything. He is

perfect, and His ways are perfect, without stain or defect. This includes His love; it’s
perfect. This includes His justice and mercy; they are perfect and perfectly executed.
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He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just. A faithful God who does
no wrong, upright and just is he. Deuteronomy 32:4
God is perfect and does no wrong. When Jesus came to earth, he too was perfect and
lived a sinless life. In fact, it was His sinlessness that made us right with God again.

God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God. 2 Corinthians 5:21

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we
have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin.
Hebrews 4:15

If God is perfect, then all He does 1s perfect. When He created, it was perfect. After each
day of creation, God looked at His creation and said that it was good. It was perfect,
reflecting His perfection. This included man. Adam and Eve were perfect for each other
and walked in a perfect relationship with God: no sin, no disease, no death.

God gave man a wonderful place to live and excellent food to eat. God gave man one
restriction, and that was not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the
garden; 7 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when
you eat from it you will certainly die.” Genesis 2:16,17

While God’s creation was perfect, there was one there who was imperfect and very
familiar with sin and its impact. Satan was in the garden. We learn from Scripture that
when Satan, in his pride, rebelled against God, he was cast out of heaven away from God.

Then war broke out in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the
dragon and his angels fought back. ® But he was not strong enough, and they lost their
place in heaven. ® The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the
devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his
angels with him. Revelation 12:7-9

We also learn from Scripture that Satan roams the earth to tempt us to sin against God
and to join him in the kingdom of darkness. Satan is not the opposite of God or just a
little less than God. He is a created being; while powerful, he is still a limited created
being. We do not have to fear him, but we must be mindful of his intentions.

Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring
lion looking for someone to devour. 1 Peter 5:8
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How does Satan influence us?

When are you most vulnerable?

Sin, disobedience to God, has the same impact on an angel like Satan or man, and that’s
separation from God. Adam and Eve were tempted by the Devil and ate of the tree God
prohibited, and the natural result was separation from God. Separation was not God’s
chosen plan for us, but the natural consequence of our sin and His holiness.

This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him
there is no darkness at all. 1 John 1:5

Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness
have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness? 2 Corinthians 6:14

Because of God’s holiness, our sin separated us from Him. Sin has serious consequences
because of God’s holiness. He warned Adam when He created him, and He has warned
all of us that the consequence of our sin is separation from Him. The consequence of
separation from the author of life is death.

but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat
from it you will certainly die.” Genesis 2:17

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 6:23

From the moment when Adam and Eve sinned, they began to die physically, and they
were cut off from God, which is spiritual death. They were also separated from each
other emotionally and relationally. From that moment on, man needed rescuing. He
could not save himself since he was now a sinner.

How would you describe your relationship with God right now?
O Separated
O Distant
O Casual
O Good
O Other:
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Since we have all sinned (Romans 3:23) and have been separated from God with no hope
of fixing the problem ourselves, God, in His holiness, would have been justified in
putting us all to death immediately. But, remember, God is perfect in His love as well.

e Godis Love

God 1s not just loving and kind; the Bible says He is love. It is His very nature. His
holiness required separation, but His love desired to save us and bring us back to Him.
How could He do both?

Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. ® This is how God
showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live
through him. 1° This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son
as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.

™ And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the
world. I If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and they
in God. 1% And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever
lives in love lives in God, and God in them. 1 John 4:8-10; 14-16

And the most famous of all Bible verses, For God so loved the world that he gave his one
and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
John 3:16

This is where Christianity is different than all other religions in the world. God, out
of His love for us, made the first move. He didn’t wait for us to come to Him and clean
up our lives and do all kinds of good deeds. He came to us, in person, and died for us.
Here are some scriptures that reveal why God is love and why we call what he did for us
Good News.

But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died
for us. Romans 5:8

At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of
passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one
another. * But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, * he saved us, not
because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through
the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, S whom he poured out on us
generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, ” so that, having been justified by his

grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. Titus 3:3-7
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In these Scriptures, our condition is described as helpless when God poured out His love
and sent His Son to die for us. We were still helpless in our sin. He made the first move.
It was a gift that we did not deserve, and that is why it was by grace.

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 6:23

Now, if we are sinners, how can a holy God forgive us? How can God be both holy and
punish sin, and lovingly forgive us our sins? Romans 3:21-26 has been called the Gospel
in a nutshell. It explains how God’s holiness and love came together in the sacrifice of
Jesus on the cross for us.

But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which the

Law and the Prophets testify. %2 This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus

Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, % for all have

sinned and fall short of the glory of God, ** and all are justified freely by his

grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. ° God presented Christ as a

sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be received by faith. He did

this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the sins

committed beforehand unpunished— ¢ he did it to demonstrate his righteousness at the

present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.
Romans 3:21-26

Without Jesus, there is no Salvation. We agree with Paul who recognized his sinfulness
and his helplessness apart from Jesus..

Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to
mankind by which we must be saved. Acts 4:12

What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to
death? % Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord!
Romans 7:24,25

Thanks be to God who has rescued each of us. Write out a prayer asking God to
help you believe that Jesus is God’s son, or a prayer of gratitude for what God has
done for you through Jesus:
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How do we receive this gift of God’s love provided for us through Jesus’ death on the
cross so we too can be rescued from our sins? Here’s what Scripture tells us 1s involved
in the offering and receiving of this wonderful gift of salvation.

e Grace & Faith

But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, > made us alive with
Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.
Ephesians 2:4,5

and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.
Romans 3:24

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it
is the gift of God— Ephesians 2:8

For we maintain that a person is justified by faith apart from the works of the law.
Romans 3:28

e Confession & Repentance

if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. '° For with the heart one believes and is
Jjustified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. Romans 10:9,10 (ESV)

Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of
refreshing may come from the Lord. Acts 3:19

e Baptism

Baptism doesn’t save us, Jesus does. Baptism is the moment when our faith and
obedience converge, and our sins are washed away. Just like in a wedding ceremony,
where love and commitment to another person are demonstrated, at Baptism, we express
our faith in and commitment to Jesus, resulting in the forgiveness of our sins and our
union with Him. *See the handout at the end of your notebook.

Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. Acts 2:38

And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, calling
on his name.’ Acts 22:16

and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from
the body but the pledge of a clear conscience toward God. It saves you by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, 1 Peter 3:21
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Using the scriptures on the previous page, if someone were to ask you how to receive
God’s gift of forgiveness, what would you tell them?

It was said at the beginning of this lesson that these two attributes, holiness and love, are
commanded to be evident in the lives of Jesus’s followers. To follow Jesus is to have the
same characteristics in our lives. (Read 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12)

Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. Matthew 5:48

God is Holy, perfect in all He does. We are called to be like Him and be perfect. Jesus
came to make us like Him, including his perfection.

For by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy.
Hebrews 10:14

Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. > No one has
ever seen God, but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete

in us. 1 John 4:11.12

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love
one another. John 13:34

What would it look like to be holy?

What would it look like to be loving?
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It is truly remarkable that God wanted to be found and has communicated His plan to
have a relationship with us so clearly. May you grow in His love and obedience to His
will as you begin to grasp how wonderful His love is for you.

1 pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit
in your inner being, '’ so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray
that you, being rooted and established in love, 1 may have power, together with all the
Lord's holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of

Christ, ¥ and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the
measure of all the fullness of God. Ephesians 3:16-19

Key Scripture:

But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, > made us alive with
Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.
Ephesians 2:4,5

Take-Away: What is one thing you learned this week that helped you?

Share: What one truth do you wish someone had shared with you earlier?
Truth:

Prayer Request: What prayer do you want God to answer this week?
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Week Four

Seeking God: What happens when we find God?

You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. Jeremiah 29:13

Jesus made it very clear that while He was on earth, He came to seek and to save those
who were lost. He hung out with sinners. He had compassion on them and loved them.

But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law who belonged to their sect complained to
his disciples, “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?”

31 Jesus answered them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 32 I have
not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” Luke 5:30-32

Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. ? But the
Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats
with them.” Luke 15:1-2

For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” Luke 19:10

Jesus came looking for us, not the other way around. He didn’t wait until we earned his
love and cleaned up our act.

But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died
for us. Romans 5:8

One of the greatest stories Jesus ever told describes how He feels about us and what we
will find when we come to God. It is found in Luke 15 and tells the story of a son who
rebels against his father. You may have heard it called the Prodigal Son. You can read

the entire story here: Luke 15:11-32.

The younger brother asked his father for his part of the inheritance, before his father was
even dead. It was a huge insult to the father and worthy of being completely cut off from
the father, the family, and the community. But, the father gave it to him and didn’t kick
him out of the family.

The son left and burned through all the money, spending it on every pleasure imaginable.
He woke up one day completely broke, and there was a famine where he was living. He
hired himself out as a day laborer and got the job of feeding pigs. In fact, he was so
hungry, he began eating what he was feeding the pigs.
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This would have been extremely humiliating for anyone, especially a Jewish person. He
could take it no longer and realized that his father’s servants ate better than he did. So he
decided to return to his father. How would his father receive him after his horrible
actions? Jesus was teaching us what we would find when we returned to our heavenly
father.

20 So he got up and went to his father. “But while he was still a long way off, his father
saw him and was filled with compassion for him, he ran to his son, threw his arms
around him and kissed him. ?! “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against
heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’

22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put
a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 3 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s
have a feast and celebrate. ** For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was
lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate.

We are all sinners, but when we repent and return to God, we don’t find hatred and
judgment; we find compassion, love, and acceptance. In fact, He throws a party in our
honor. God is waiting for us. While the son was a long way off, the father saw him. It
means he was watching for him. It says he ran, which was very undignified for a Jewish
male, but our heavenly father is eager for our return.

Describe how you have been treated by some people when you sinned or did
something that disappointed them?

How do you think God will treat you if you were to repent and come back to Him?

Once we come back to God, the Bible says, He forgives us and pours out His love on us.

In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with
the riches of God's grace ®that he lavished on us. Ephesians 1:7, 8

See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of
God! And that is what we are! 1 John 3:1

Once we have returned to God and accepted Jesus as our Lord and Savior, we begin this
lifelong, loving relationship with Him.

23



The holy God of the universe wants a relationship with us. For us to be in a relationship
with Jesus, some changes need to occur. With God’s help, some changes are immediate,
and some are a lifelong process of growth. The immediate changes occur because we
have accepted Him as our Savior, repented of our sins, and were united with Him in
baptism. The lifelong changes will occur the more we surrender to Him as Lord of our
lives. Let’s take a look at what God does for us so we can have a relationship with Him.

God’s clear goal for each of us is for us to be conformed to the image of His Son. To be
changed into His likeness. To love as He loves, to forgive as He forgives, to talk, to
listen, to give as He does. He has given us everything we need to be fully transformed
into the image of His Son.

For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that
he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. Romans 8:29

Immediate Changes:

When we surrender our lives to Jesus, a couple of things happen immediately. These
happen because God is faithful and keeps His promises to save us and have a relationship
with us. These all happen at once and are in no particular order.

1. Justification

This means our relationship or our standing with God has changed. We are no longer
sinners, enemies, or foreigners, but forgiven, friends, and citizens of God’s kingdom. We
have been made right with God and stand, not condemned under the Law, but accepted
under God’s grace.

that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people s sins
against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. ° We are
therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We
implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. *! God made him who had no sin to
be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

2 Corinthians 5:19-21

What has God done through Jesus?

What does God want to do through us?
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This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no
difference between Jew and Gentile, % for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God, * and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by
Christ Jesus. #* God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of
his blood—to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because
in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished—

Romans 3:22-25

Jesus was our sacrifice of atonement that has made us one with God. A way to remember
what He did for us is to break the word up: at-one-ment. He has reconciled us and made
us right with God. Our sins have been atoned. God prompted John the Baptist to reveal
this when Jesus came to be baptized. John announced when he saw Jesus...

“Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! John 1:29

When we surrender our lives to Jesus, our sins are forgiven, and we now stand in God’s
grace.

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, ? through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in
which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. Romans 5:1, 2

Being justified by the blood of Jesus, not only frees us from the guilt of our sin, but it
also breaks the power of sin. We are now, not only forgiven, but free to serve God.

1t is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be
burdened again by a yoke of slavery. Galatians 5:1

In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.

2 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires.

B Do not offer any part of yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer
yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer every part
of yourself to him as an instrument of righteousness. '* For sin shall no longer be your
master, because you are not under the law, but under grace. Romans 6:11-14

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because
through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of
sin and death. Romans 8:1,2
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What are some of the differences between being under the Law versus standing in
God’s grace?

The Law revealed sin, but could never remove it or break sin’s power over us, but Jesus
has paid the penalty of our sin and broken its power. We are free to serve a new master;
the God who created us, loves us, and died for us. While we are immediately freed from
sin’s guilt and power, we often still feel the pull of sin in our lives.

Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality,
impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. ® Because of these, the wrath of
God is coming 7 You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 3 But now you
must also rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and
filthy language from your lips. ® Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your
old self with its practices '’ and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in
knowledge in the image of its Creator. Colossians 3:5-10

Even though the power of sin over us has been removed, we must still resist temptation
daily. We must fight every day to put to death those earthly desires that pull us away
from God and hurt our lives and others.

This is an ongoing battle that we will discuss more in another study. The immediate
change is our forgiveness and freedom, but our ongoing change into the image of Christ
is a lifelong battle against temptation and the renewing of our mind and heart to think and
act like Jesus.

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. ? Set your minds on things above, not on
earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.

Colossians 3:1-3

Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God s mercy, to offer your bodies as
a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do
not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God s will is—his good, pleasing
and perfect will. Romans 12:1-2

In what areas of your life do you hope to have more power over as you follow Jesus?
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The good news is that when we return to God, with God’s help, will have the ability to
resist sin. God knew that it would be a daily challenge, so He gave us help. One of the
immediate changes that happens in our lives is that God’s Holy Spirit comes to live
within us.

2. Indwelling of the Holy Spirit
He, God the Spirit, comes and lives within each new believer immediately to strengthen,
guide, convict, and remind us to do God’s will. Without the Holy Spirit, we cannot even
enter the Kingdom of God.

He is the eternal Spirit of God, fully divine, and equal with the Father and the Son.

Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Matthew 28:19

Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  Acts 2:38

Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they
are born of water and the Spirit.” John 3:5

Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied
to the Holy Spirit... You have not lied just to human beings but to God.” Acts 5:3.4

How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered
himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that
we may serve the living God! Hebrews 9:14

What has been your view of the Holy Spirit?

As followers of Jesus, we immediately start a brand-new life, a life with the Spirit of God
living in us and through us. Our new life in Christ, led by the Spirit, that is eager and
able to do the will of God, was prophesied by Ezekiel and fulfilled in Jesus following His
death and resurrection.

I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean, I will cleanse you from all your
impurities and from all your idols. 2 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in
you; 1 will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 2’ And I will

put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws.
Ezekiel 36:25-27
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We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ
was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.
Romans 6:4

He has made us competent as ministers of a new covenant—not of the letter but of the
Spirit, for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 2 Corinthians 3:6

While we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit immediately when we repent (turn to God),
place our faith in Jesus, and are united with Him in baptism, it is our lifelong relationship
with the Holy Spirit that will change us into the likeness of Jesus. As we walk by the
Spirit and are filled with the Spirit, we will be changed and matured into the image of
Jesus, reflecting His thinking and actions.

So 1 say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.
Galatians 5:16

Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit.
Ephesians 5:18

The Holy Spirit is truly the believer’s helper in this process of being changed into the
image of Jesus.

God gives new life through His Spirit (Romans 8:11).

He gives us wisdom and helps us think as God thinks (1 Corinthians 2:10-12).
He gives us strength (Ephesians 3:16).

He produces godly virtues in our lives (Galatians 5:22-23).

He gifts us with abilities beyond our natural talents to fulfill God’s purpose

(1 Corinthians 12:4-7).

Describe some of the changes you hope to experience in your thinking, your attitude,
and your actions when you start following Jesus:

Are you ready to return to God and allow Him to forgive you and change your life?

Do you believe that God loves you and that He sent Jesus to die for you to forgive
you of your sins?

Are you ready to be baptized and begin your new life with Him?
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Write a prayer expressing how you feel about God and what He has done for you:

Key Scripture:

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because
through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of
sin and death. Romans 8:1,2

Take-Away: What is one thing you learned this week that helped you?

Share: What one truth do you wish someone had shared with you earlier?

Truth:

Prayer Request: What prayer do you want God to answer this week?

Once you have accepted Jesus as your Lord and Savior and have been united
with Him in baptism, you are ready to begin following Him every day. There
is a training called, Following Jesus that can help you do just that. Start on
Week #6. You will find it at: www.communitycc.com/discipleship.
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Extras:

For Further Study:

1.

In this study, we begin with the assumption that Jesus was a historical person and
lived among us. If you or someone you are sharing this material with has doubits,
read Lee Strobel’s, A Case for Christ.

If there are questions about the accuracy and reliability of the Scriptures, read Lee
Stobel’s, A Case for Faith.

. Basic Christian Doctrine, by professors from Ozark Christian College.

https://app.rightnowmedia.org/en/content/details/831644

. Essentials of the Faith: What is a Christian? by Francis Chan. RightNow Media

https://app.rightnowmedia.org/en/content/details/860452

. Essentials of the Faith: How Do We Live as Christians? by Kyle Idleman.

RightNow Media.
https://app.rightnowmedia.org/en/player/video/901002?session=901559&positi
on=0

What Does the Bible Say about Baptism? by Bobby Harrington

Handout in the back pocket of this notebook.
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